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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  HIRAETHOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  our  report 
on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  1967. 

We  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  chairman  and  members  of  the 
committees  and  members  of  the  Council  for  the  assistance  we  have  received 
during  the  year.  We  also  thank  the  officials  and  members  of  the  staff  for  their 
ever  ready  assistance. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  JONES  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Chairmen  of  the  Council  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

January  to  May  : Councillor  E.  K.  Roberts,  J.P. 
June  to  December  : Councillor  R.  J.  Roberts.  J.P. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : M.  Jones  Roberts,  M.B..  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

County  Council  Clinic, 

Mount  Street,  Ruthin. 

Tel.  No.  Ruthin  2361. 

Public  Health  Inspector  : J.  Seth  Roberts,  F.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 

Certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector, 

Smoke  Inspector,  and  Health  Engineering, 
Council  Offices,  Avondale.  Llanrwst. 

Tel.  No.  Llanrwst  468. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Area  of  the  District 93,097  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  (mid- 1967)  4,490 

Number  of  occupied  houses  1,571 

Rateable  Value  £111,732 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £405 


The  estimated  population  for  1967  was  4.490  compared  with  4.510  in  1966. 
a decrease  of  20. 


DEATHS 


Comparability  Factor 


1.02 


England  and 
Wales  1967 

Hiraethog  R.D.C. 
1966  1967 

Crude  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  

11.2 

10.64 

8.2 

Corrected  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

— 

10.74 

8.4 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  

14.8 

27.0 

— 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  

0.2 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births)  ... 

18.3 

13.9 

— 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 
first  4 weeks  

12.5 

13.9 

_ 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  deaths  under 
1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births  

10.8 

13.9 

_ 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per  1.000 
total  live  and  still-births)  

25.4 

40.5 



INFANT  DEATHS 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  Nil  compared  with  13.9 

in  1966, 

and  18.3 

for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  was  Nil.  compared  with 
1 the  previous  year. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  was  Nil  compared  with  Nil  in  1966  and 


0.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTHS 

Comparability  Factor  1.18 

Number  of  births  relating  to  residents  69 


There  are  no  Maternity  Hospitals  in  the  Rural  District,  and  mothers  are 
admitted  to  Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals  outside  the  area  for  their  confine- 
ment. Only  two  births  actually  took  place  in  the  area. 

The  births  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  

25 

36 

61 

Illegitimate  

5 

3 

8 

30 

39 

69 

England  and  Hiraethog  R.D.C. 

Wales  1966  1967 


Crude  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 17.2 

Corrected  birth  rate  (per  1.000  population)  17.26 


15.9 

18.83 


15.4 

18.1 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  during 
the  year. 


Total  all  75  and 


Sex 

ages 

5— 

35— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

over 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Stomach 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Malignant  and 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

F 

1 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Nervous  System 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

M 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Other  Heart  Disease 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

F 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

M 

T? 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

JT 

M 

C 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Pneumonia 

r 

M 





— 





F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Other  Defined  and 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ill-defined  Diseases 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Total  All  Causes 

M 

19 

— 

1 

— 

1 

6 

11 

F 

18 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

10 

There  were  37  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with  48  deaths  the  previous 
year,  giving  a death  rate  of  8.4  compared  with  10.74  in  1966  and  11.2  for 
England  and  Wales.  Of  these,  31  deaths  occurred  in  persons  aged  65  years  and 
over. 

Malignant  disease  wras  the  cause  of  2 deaths,  but  neither  was  due  to  lung 
cancer. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  caused  9 deaths. 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  caused  7 deaths.  Other  heart  diseases  caused 
10  deaths  and  other  circulatory  diseases  caused  1 death. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  5 deaths,  all  in  people  over  the  age  of  65  years. 
Influenza  caused  1 death  in  a person  over  75  years  of  age. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 

No  death  was  caused  by  accident. 


STILLBIRTHS 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births)  was  Nil  compared  with  27.0 
in  1966  and  14.8  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of  still-births  was 
Nil  compared  with  2 in  1966. 


INFECTIOLIS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  1967  arranged  in  the  various  age  groups.  The  number  of  cases  notified 
in  1966  is  given  in  the  first  column  for  comparison. 


Notifiable 

Diseases 

Total 

1966 

Total 

1967 

Under 
1 year 

1-5 

years 

6-15 

years 

26-45 

years 

46-65 

years 

65  & 
over 

age 

unknown 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 



1 











Measles 

1 1 

123 

1 

54 

67 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentry 

1 

Pulmonary  T.B. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary 

T.B. 

2 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

15 

130 

1 

55 

70 

1 

1 

1 

1 

130  cases  were  notified  compared  with  15  the  previous  year. 

There  were  123  cases  of  measles  compared  with  11  the  previous  year. 

No  cases  of  dysentry  were  notified  compared  with  1 in  1966. 

There  was  1 case  of  whooping  cough  compared  with  Nil  the  previous  year. 
One  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  notified  compared  with  2 the  previous  year. 
This  was  a very  mild  case  and  we  failed  to  find  the  source  of  infection. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Two  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  compared  with  Nil  the  previous 
year.  Both  occurred  in  children  in  the  same  family.  The  children  were  infected 
outside  the  area,  and  due  to  the  strict  hygienic  precautions  undertaken  by  the 
family  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease.  The  cause  of  the  illness  was 
Salmonella  typhimurium  and  the  source  was  probably  a ham  sandwich.  Notifica- 
tion of  this  was  first  received  on  17th  August  and  the  children  were  not  clear 
of  the  infection  until  mid-October. 

We  had  notification  that  Salmonella  dublin  had  been  isolated  in  the 
carcase  of  a calf.  This  case  was  followed  up  with  investigations  of  the  other 
animals,  and  bacteriological  examination  of  foodstuffs  and  swabs  taken  from 
the  cowshed  and  drains.  The  owner  refused  to  send  faecal  specimens  from  the 
family  to  assist  in  finding  the  cause.  However,  no  cases  were  notified  amongst 
the  general  population. 

ANTHRAX 

Five  notifications  of  Anthrax  were  received,  but  following  examination  by 
a Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  none  were  confirmed  as  a case  of  Anthrax. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified  compared  with  one  in  the 
previous  year,  and  2 cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with  nil 
the  previous  year.  The  lesions  in  the  non-pulmonary  cases  were  in  the  spine 
and  the  endometritis.  No  cases  were  removed  from  the  register  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the 
beginning  and  end  of  the  year. 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Male  Female  Male  Female  Total 


Number  on  register 

1st  January  1967  13  2 2 3 20 

Number  on  register 

31st  December  1967  14  2 3 4 23 


PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  protected  by  prophylactic  measures :- 


Primary. 

Booster. 

Diphtheria  

..  54 

113 

Whooping  Cough  

..  51 

30 

Tetanus  

..  59 

116 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Sabin  Vaccine  

..  66 

34 

SMALLPOX 

Primary  

, 53 

Re-vaccination 

2 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 

The  Unit  attended  at  Llanrwst  on 

the  9th  and 

10th  March.  The  weather 

for  the  two  days  was  extremely  bad, 

but 

the  attendances  were 

very  good. 

I have  received  the  following  figures  of  attendances  : 

: — 

Under  15  15—24  25—34  35—44 

45- 

-59 

60  & over 

Totals 

M F M F M F M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

3 2 22  46  29  50  37 

24 

39 

54 

33  26 

163  202 

Number  found  to  be  abnormal : — 

2 1 2 

— 

5 

3 

3 1 

12  5 

Requiring  further  observation  : — 

1 — 

2 

2 

3 2 

Other  abnormalities  of  the  chest : — 

1 1 2 

— 

3 

1 

3 1 

9 3 

ANALYSIS  SHOWING  TYPE  OF  EXAMINEE 


General  Population  Volunteers  350 

General  Practitioner  Referrals  1 

Contacts  14 

The  abnormalities  found  were  : — 

Healed  Post-Primary  Tuberculosis  2 male 

Abnormality  of  the  bony  thorax  and  soft  tissues  1 male,  1 female 

Acquired  cardiac  abnormalities  and  abnormalities  of  the 

vascular  system  1 male,  1 female 

Pulmonary  fibrosis — non-tuberculosis  1 male 

Emphysema  2 male 

Pleural  thickening  or  calcification  1 male 

Abnormalities  of  the  diaphragm  and  oesophagus  1 female 

Malformation  of  the  lungs  1 male 


You  will  note  that  there  were  5 people  requiring  further  observation.  This 
means  that  they  were  referred  to  their  own  doctor  who  would  probably  refer 
them  to  a Chest  Clinic.  I have  no  further  information  regarding  these  cases  as 
reports  are  of  a confidential  nature. 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

Several  cases  caused  some  concern  to  us  and  3 required  several  visits.  In 
one  case  an  elderly  man  lived  on  his  own  and  found  the  house  and  garden  too 
much  for  him  to  cope  with.  The  Health  Visitor  arranged  for  a Home  Help  and 
eventually  he  was  admitted  to  a Home. 

In  another  case,  complaints  of  neglect  was  received.  He  was  living  in  an 
unfit  house,  but  he  was  more  of  a social  problem  than  anything  else,  and  one 
could  not  take  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act.  The 
Welfare  Department  are  keeping  him  under  observation — he  is  a healthy  looking 
person  and  walks  several  miles  a day.  He  lives  in  an  isolated  spot  and  would 
rather  live  there  than  be  admitted  to  a Home — at  least  until  he  feels  he  becomes 
much  less  active.  He  would  like  an  “old  people’s  bungalow”  and  is  prepared  to 
go  wherever  one  is  available. 

The  third  case  was  a very  pathetic  one — a man  who  had  lived  and  cared 
for  his  mother  until  she  died.  The  house  was  bought  by  someone  from  Liver- 
pool, who  pulled  it  down  with  a view  to  rebuilding,  and  it  wras  understood 
that  this  man  would  live  in  the  house  and  act  as  caretaker.  In  the  meantime 
he  was  living  in  a toolshed  heated  by  an  anthracite  stove  and  lit  by  a wick 
sticking  out  of  a jar  of  T.V.O.  When  we  visited  he  was  out  and  about  but 
looked  ill  and  was  very  dirty.  He  had  very  little  food  of  poor  quality  in  the 
house.  He  refused  to  go  into  a Home  or  hospital,  and  action  under  Section  47, 
National  Assistance  Act,  was  considered.  However,  he  agreed  to  see  his  doctor, 
who  sent  him  to  hospital  immediately,  where  he  died  some  time  afterwards. 

Following  these  reports  to  the  Council,  several  complaints  of  old  people 
requiring  care  and  attention  were  brought  to  our  notice.  With  the  assistance 
from  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses,  Home  Helps  and  the  Welfare  Department, 
it  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act, 
and  most  of  these  people  were  cared  for  at  home. 

PROGRESS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT 

As  in  other  years,  a steady  advancement  was  made  in  the  improvement  of 
public  health  within  the  district.  Generally  speaking,  financial  restrictions  on 
capital  expenditure  did  not  cause  schemes  to  be  held  up,  although  this  was 
becoming  more  apparent  towards  the  end  of  the  year.  Serious  concern,  however, 
must  be  expressed  at  the  rising  cost  of  building  and  civil  engineering  work — 
this  appears  to  be  apparent  not  only  in  public  works,  but  also  in  the  private 
sector  in  regard  to  housing  repairs  and  improvements.  Each  year  appears  to  vie 
with  the  next  in  the  increase  in  cost  of  building  materials  and  the  shortage  of 
labour.  All  local  contractors  appear  to  be  fully  occupied  for  at  least  twelve 
months  in  advance.  The  district,  however,  is  fortunate  in  its  retention  of  local 
building  contractors  of  a true  rural  type  believing  in  good  craftsmanship  and 
w’ho  can  turn  their  skills  to  the  various  trades. 

North  Wales  appears  to  be  getting  more  popular  every  year  as  a tourist 
centre,  and  this  rural  district  is  no  exception;  in  fact,  nearly  every  empty  cottage, 
irrespective  of  its  dilapidated  state,  is  being  bought,  mainly  by  people  from  the 
Merseyside  and  Manchester  areas,  and  being  reconditioned.  One  cannot  but 
admire  the  efforts  of  these  people  who  spend  considerable  capital  to  bring  these 
houses  to  a fit  state  and,  in  fact,  they  have  to  some  extent  acted  as  a catalyst 
for  the  local  residents  to  emulate  their  example  in  improving  their  own 
properties.  This  has  now  reached  such  an  extent  that  a good  80%  of  houses  in 
each  village  has  full  sanitary  facilities  in  the  form  of  bath,  wash  hand  basin, 
water  closet  and  hot  and  cold  water,  and  in  order  to  ensure  that  this  now 
reaches  a 100%,  the  Council  are  considering  the  declaration  of  an  Improvement 
Area. 

SEWERAGE 

Since  the  post-war  years  the  Council  have  produced  an  energetic  programme 
for  the  sewering  of  all  villages  and  hamlets,  such  that  this  has  now  reached 
practically  100%.  with  the  exception  of  the  small  hamlets  of  Tan  Lan  and 


Muriau.  As  time  progresses,  however,  it  is  apparent  that  some  of  the  earlier 
schemes  are  overloaded  and  require  major  overhauling  and  improvements,  as 
mentioned  in  the  accompanying  sections.  In  all,  the  Council  have  18  sewage 
schemes,  each  of  which  receives  twice  weekly  attention,  consisting  of  decanting 
the  humus  weekly,  and  all  sludge  fortnightly,  or  as  in  the  case  with  septic  tanks 
the  sludge  in  the  settlement  tanks  is  pumped  out  twice  a year.  It  is  apparent 
that  proper  maintenance  is  carried  out,  as  the  results  of  analysis  of  effluent 
taken  by  the  Gwynedd  River  Authority  and  the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River  Authority 
respectively  are  satisfactory.  The  rural  district  is  extremely  scattered  with  few 
main  centres  of  population,  such  that  a large  number  of  houses  are  served  by 
their  own  septic  tanks.  The  progressive  improvements  to  houses  over  the  years 
with  the  aid  of  Housing  Act  Grants  and  Hill  Farming  Grants  has  helped  to 
secure  this,  such  that  at  the  present  moment  there  are  about  700  septic  tanks. 
During  the  year  the  Council  re-discussed  the  possibility  of  operating  a specially 
operated  cesspool  emptying  service  and,  in  fact,  agreed  to  adopt  this  policy 
and  purchase  a cesspool  emptier  when  the  fiscal  squeeze  lessens.  This  is  a 
gratifying  proposal,  as  undoubtedly  many  of  these  individual  septic  tanks  are 
not  receiving  adequate  attention  and  certainly  are  not  being  cleaned  out  yearly 
as  required,  such  that  often  the  ground  immediately  adjoining  these  disposal 
units  and/or  ditches  becomes  fouled.  At  the  present  moment  the  services  of  a 
private  operator  can  be  engaged  in  the  district  to  clean  out  these  tanks  at  a 
low  charge  of  £3.10.0  per  load. 

LLANDDOGET 

This  scheme  designed  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs. 
Richards  & Dumbleton,  of  Birmingham  and  Portmadoc,  was  completed.  On 
the  septic  tank  principle  with  land  drainage,  it  provides  for  the  drainage  of 
28  properties  and  was  constructed  at  a cost  of  £20,000.  Due  to  the  effluent 
discharging  into  a brook,  affording  limited  pollution  in  the  summer,  stringent 
tests  in  regard  to  sampling  were  laid  down  by  the  Ministry — the  results  of  the 
monthly  samples  to  date  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory  upon  analysis. 
The  impact  of  the  scheme  in  the  village  of  Llanddoget  was  such  that  practically 
all  house-owners  immediately  took  advantage  of  the  Housing  Act  Grants  to 
provide  bathrooms,  etc. 

TAN  LAN 

This  is  a small  scheme  designed  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers, 
Messrs.  Richards  & Dumbleton,  to  serve  10  properties.  Tenders  were  requested 
during  the  year,  but  were  found  to  be  excessive,  such  that  the  whole  scheme  is 
to  be  re-advertised.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  new  prices  will  be  satisfactory 
and  that  the  Ministry  will  sanction  the  scheme,  as  this  is  the  only  remaining 
hamlet  within  the  district  from  which  night  soil  is  collected. 

CERRIG-Y -DRUDION 

The  sewering  of  this  village  and  construction  of  sewage  works  was  carried 
out  in  1925.  Over  the  period  of  years  they  have  become  overloaded  and 
defective,  and  work  was  commenced  during  the  year  for  the  construction  of 
new  works,  together  with  the  re-laying  of  500  lin.  yards  of  9"  sewer.  The  latter 
work  was  found  necessary  due  to  the  fact  that  the  old  sewers  were  found  to  be 
disintegrating  and  admitting  sub-soil  water  in  copious  amounts.  The  works 
designed  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Richards  & Dumbleton, 
cost  £18,000,  whilst  the  new  sewer  laying  cost  an  additional  £16,000.  It  is 
essential  that  this  work  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible,  as  depending  upon 
their  execution,  is  the  erection  of  a new  County  Primary  School,  Community 
Centre  and  12  Council  Houses. 

The  under-mentioned  paragraphs  show  the  work  in  progress,  and  proposed, 
in  regard  to  other  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  in  the  district  : — 


GLASFRYN 


Constructed  in  1925,  this  consists  of  settlement  tank  and  filter  with  upward 
flow  filtration.  Being  completely  unsatisfactory,  the  Council  have  resolved  to 
provide  new  sewage  disposal  works,  together  with  renewing  certain  sewer 
lengths,  which  are  defective  and  admitting  sub-soil  water.  The  Council’s  Con- 
sulting Engineers  are  Messrs.  Richards  & Dumbleton,  and  during  the  year  a 
Ministerial  site  visit  was  made,  but  as  yet  no  definite  approval  has  been 
received  from  the  Ministry  for  its  commencement.  The  estimated  cost  of  the 
work  is  £6.000. 


DINMAEL 

Constructed  in  1925,  these  works  are  outdated  and  in  a bad  state  of  repair, 
such  that  it  is  the  Council’s  intention  to  provide  a new  disposal  works  on  the 
septic  tank  principle  with  land  filtration  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £3,500.  They 
are  being  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Richards  & 
Dumbleton.  Ministerial  approval  has  been  obtained  for  the  work  to  be  put 
out  to  tender.  The  scheme  will  serve  16  houses  and  1 school. 


MURIAU 

This  hamlet  is  served  by  a small  and  ineffective  septic  tank  and  the  Council 
have  requested  their  Consulting  Engineers  to  report  on  the  possibility  of  a 
small  scheme  to  serve  six  houses,  together  with  another  two  proposed  private 
dwellings. 


HOUSE  CONNECTIONS 

The  under-mentioned  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  relating  to  pro- 
perties within  the  district  which  are  connected  to  the  Council’s  sewer  or  private 
septic  tanks.  27  houses  were  converted  during  the  year  to  septic  tank  drainage, 
with  the  consequent  facilities  of  water  closet,  bath  and  wash  hand  basin. 


Sewer 

Septic  Tank 

W.C. 

Bath 

Wash  hand 
Basin 

1967 

1956 

1967 

1956 

1967 

1956 

1967 

1956 

1967 

1956 

Eglwysbach 

59 

50 

91 

38 

160 

88 

130 

51 

161 

60 

Llanddoget 

18 

— 

42 

12 

55 

12 

52 

1 1 

50 

13 

Llangernyw 

48 

— 

87 

46 

136 

46 

103 

48 

139 

52 

Gwytherin 

13 

9 

38 

7 

50 

16 

45 

14 

43 

16 

Llanrwst 

Rural 

57 

16 

149 

75 

199 

91 

159 

81 

59 

86 

Tir  Ifan 

20 

— 

20 

12 

40 

12 

39 

7 

34 

10 

Pentrefoelas 

30 

— 

33 

19 

76 

19 

60 

18 

71 

18 

Cerrig-y- 

Drudion 

62 

73 

89 

34 

150 

107 

126 

57 

145 

65 

Llanfihangel 

G.M. 

8 

3 

34 

8 

41 

11 

39 

13 

51 

13 

Llangwm 

12 

14 

87 

34 

100 

48 

88 

38 

96 

45 

Totals 

327 

165 

680 

285 

1007 

440 

841 

338 

849 

378 

Present  statistics  indicate  that  65%  of  occupied  properties  within  the 
district  are  connected  to  a sewer  or  private  septic  tank. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


It  is  the  intention  of  the  Council  to  provide  public  conveniences  in  each 
village  in  the  disrict.  At  present  there  are  five  conveniences  (at  Cerrig-y- 
Drudion,  Llangernyw,  Llangwm,  Llanfihangel  G.M.  and  Pentrefoelas).  During 
the  year  one  contract  was  let  to  erect  a further  two  in  Eglwysbach  and  Ysbyty 
Ifan  respectively.  Generally  the  conveniences  are  well  maintained,  but  the  main 
difficulty  arises  at  Pentrefoelas;  this  is  adjacent  to  the  A.5  trunk  road  and  is 
inundated  from  early  morning  until  late  at  night  during  the  summer  months. 
During  the  aforementioned  period  the  conveniences  could  be  doubled  in  size, 
but  it  is  quite  unfair  to  consider  that  the  Local  Authority  should  be  responsible 
for  this,  especially  as  the  erection  would  cater  only  for  passing  traffic  on  a 
busy  trunk  road. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  to  the  majority  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  West  Denbighshire 
and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board,  from  their  impounding  reservoir  at  Conway 
Lake.  The  only  exception  to  this  is  a minor  area  at  Eglwysbach,  which  is 
supplied  by  the  Conway  Valley  Water  Board,  and  another  area  in  Pentre- 
llyncymer  and  Llanfihangel  G.M.  supplied  by  the  Wirral  Water  Board  from  the 
Alwen  Reservoir.  Considering  that  the  area  is  sparsely  populated  and  of  large 
size  with  no  large  centres  of  population,  it  is  comprehensively  and  well  served 
by  water  mains,  especially  to  each  and  every  village  and  hamlet,  although 
obviously  there  are  certain  areas  with  isolated  farmsteads  and  homesteads  still 
requiring  this  facility.  14  schemes  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £110,000  to  serve 
118  properties  was  intended  by  the  Council  prior  to  the  Water  Undertakings 
being  passed  to  the  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board.  It  is 
understood  that  these  schemes  are  still  being  considered. 

No  private  water  supply  schemes  were  executed  during  the  year,  and 
generally  it  can  be  stated  that  the  majority  of  farms  who  are  not  able  to  take 
advantage  of  the  mains  water  supply  have  now  completed  their  own  schemes. 
The  quality  of  these  small  supplies  is  satisfactory,  although  affected  in  some 
cases  by  drought  conditions  and  the  lack  of  regular  maintenance  and  cleaning. 
Ultimately  it  is  hoped  to  corallate  all  these  so  that  regular  bacteriological 
sampling  can  be  undertaken. 

Water  arising  within  the  district  and  serving  private  schemes  has  a high 
pH  value  with  consequent  vigorous  action  on  lead  and  galvanized  pipes. 
Generally,  it  can  be  stated  that  the  water  supply  demands  are  relatively  satis- 
factory in  quality  and  quantity,  although  as  previously  stated  anomalies  do 
occur  in  regard  to  isolated  properties  and  pockets. 

24  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  determination  of  lead  content  during 
the  year.  Samples  from  five  properties  were  found  to  have  lead  content  varying 
in  determination  between  0.20  and  0.69  parts  per  million,  which  far  exceeds 
the  recommended  limit  of  0.04  parts  per  million.  All  water  concerned  was 
drawn  from  the  Conway  Valley  Water  Board’s  supply  from  Llyn  Cowlyd  and 
Eigiau,  which  obviously  attacked  the  varying  lengths  of  lead  services  to  the 
properties.  Full  co-operation  was  received  from  the  owner  of  the  houses 
concerned  in  carrying  out  certain  remedial  works,  and  occupiers  were  warned 
of  the  danger  from  the  first  draw-off  in  the  morning.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Water  Board  indicated  that  they  are  adopting  a process  for  the  correction  of 
the  water.  The  accompanying  tables  show  the  chemical  analysis  of  the  raw 
water  from 

1.  Llyn  Conway  being  the  main  part  of  the  West  Denbighshire  and  West 

Flintshire  Water  Board’s  supply. 

2.  Llyn  Cowlyd  supplying  the  Conway  Valley  Water  Board. 

3.  Llyn  Alwen  supplying  the  Wirral  Water  Board. 


LLYN  CONWAY 
ANALYSIS 


Appearance  Clear  and  colourless 

Odour  Nil 

Reaction,  pH  5.0 


parts  per  million 


Total  solids  18 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia  0.005 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 0.005 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  0.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  11 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at  27  °C  2.2 

Total  hardness  8 

Temporary  hardness  4 

Permanent  hardness  4 

Alkalinity  4 

Free  Chlorine  Nil 

Potassium,  as  K — 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  — 

Managnese,  as  Mn  0.1 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  Nil 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Fluorine  less  than  0.1 


COWLYD  LAKE 
ANALYSIS 


Appearance  Clear 

Odour  Nil 

Reaction,  pH  5.8 


parts  per  million 


Total  solids  56 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 0.00 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  0.02 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  less  than  0.5 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  11 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hours  at  27  °C  1.4 


Total  hardness  25 

Temporary  hardness  8 

Permanent  hardness  17 

Alkalinity  8 

Free  Chlorine  — 

Potassium,  as  K 0.4 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  — 

Manganese,  as  Mn  \ — 

Cyanides  and  Thiocyanates  — 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Total  residual  chlorine  Nil 

Free  available  chlorine  Nil 


OPINION 

The  water  is  very  acid  and  contains  a negligible  concentration  of  bicarbonate 
alkalinity.  It  will  be  highly  corrosive  to  metals.  The  organic  condition  is 
satisfactory  and  the  fluorine  content  is  negligible. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Bacteriological  Analysis  of  samples  of  water 
taken  from  the  various  mains  water  supplies  : — 


LLYN  ALWEN 
ANALYSIS 


Results  expressed  in 
parts  per  million 
unless  otherwise  stated 


pH  9.5 

Colour  (Hazen)  14 

Conductivity  as  Micromhos/cm3  (a)  20°C  110 

Turbidity  as  Silica  2 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  Nil 

Alkalinity  as  CaC03  18 

Permanent  Hardness  as  CaC03  16 

Total  Hardness  as  CaC03  34 

Calcium  Hardness  as  CaC03  25 

Magnesium  Hardness  as  CaC03  9 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hours  (a)  27°C  1.3 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  0.22 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.07 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  0.01 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  0.06 

Phosphate  as  P20  5 0.10 

Silicate  as  Si02  2.4 

Chloride  as  Cl  16 

Iron  as  Fe  0.04 

Manganese  as  Mn  Nil 

Aluminium  as  A1  Nil 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  now  receiving  a piped  water 
supply  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table  (the  figures  do  not  include  Council 
Houses,  Mansions  and  Licensed  Premises)  : — 


Mains  Supply  Private  Supply  Well 


Internal 

External 

Internal 

External 

Supply,  etc. 

1967 

1955 

1967 

1955 

1967 

1955 

1967 

1955 

1967 

1955 

Eglwysbach 

162 

116 

3 

10 

40 

48 

3 

8 

14 

50 

Llanddoget 

84 

— 

— 

— 

5 

25 

1 

10 

1 

31 

Llangernyw 

171 

55 

1 

13 

20 

56 

1 

5 

21 

72 

Gwytherin 

51 

18 

— 

2 

20 

13 

1 

3 

8 

27 

Llanrwst 

Rural 

248 

20 

2 

13 

59 

125 

3 

10 

27 

145 

Tir  Ifan 

42 

1 1 

— 

14 

10 

14 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Pentrefoelas 

104 

22 

1 

7 

14 

23 

1 

8 

15 

65 

Cerrig-y- 

Drudion 

205 

93 

8 

44 

27 

30 

_ 

5 

10 

60 

Llanfihangel 

G.M. 

40 

18 

4 

17 

18 

2 

6 

3 

44 

Llangwm 

97 

9 

2 

— 

47 

79 

4 

16 

15 

73 

1204 

362 

17 

107 

259 

431 

16 

71 

116 

571 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  489 

Samples  taken  from  public  supplies  41 

Samples  taken  from  private  supplies  19 

Satisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  32 

Unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  6 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 


Date  sampled  Plate  Count  B.  Oli.  B.  Coli. 
and  Name  24  hrs.at  2 days  at  per 
of  Supply  37°C  37°C  100  ml. 


LLANDDOGET 

10.  3.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

17.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

6.  9.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

17.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

12.12.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

EG  LWY  SB  ACH 

4.  4.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

24.  4.67 

0 

2 

2 

Class  2 

26.  4.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

19.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

19.  9.67 

0 

3 

3 

Class  1 

11.10.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

18.11.67 

0 

13 

13 

Class  4 

26.  4.67  0 

CAPEL  GARMON 

0 

0 

Class  1 

24.  5.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

10.  7.67 

0 

18  + 

16 

Class  4 

17.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

NEBO 

24.  1.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

24.  5.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

17.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

LLANGERNYW 

10.  3.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

21.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

30.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

GWYTHERIN 

21.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

30.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

PANDY  TUDUR 

19.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

30.11.67  0 

CERRIG-Y-DRUDION 

0 

0 

Class  1 

24.  1.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

24.  5.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

21.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

10.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

LLANGWM 

26.  1.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

10.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

PENTREFOELAS 

8.  3.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

7.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

27.  9.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

17.11.67 

LLANFIHANGEL 

0 

G.M. 

0 

0 

Class  1 

24.  1.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

21.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

10.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

GLASFRYN 

14.  6.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

10.11.67 

0 

0 

0 

Class  1 

Remarks 


— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Excellent 

— Excellent 

— Excellent 

— Unsatisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Unsatisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Unsatisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Unsatisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 

— Satisfactory 


The  number  of  dwelling  houses  and  population  supplied  from  the  water 
mains  are  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  dwellings 
supplied  direct. 

Popula- 

tion. 

No.  of  dwellings 
on  Standpipe. 

Eglwysbach  

165 

496 



Llangernyw  

172 

516 

— 

Llanddoget  

80 

246 

4 

Gwytherin  

51 

153 

— 

Llanrwst  Rural 

250 

750 

2 

Tir  Ifan  

42 

126 

— 

Pentrefoelas  

105 

315 

— 

Cerrig-y-Drudion 

213 

647 

8 

Llanfihangel  G.M. 

40 

120 

— 

Llangwm  

99 

298 

— 

1217 

3667 

14 

HOUSING 

In  1955  a comprehensive  survey  of  the  district  showed  that  there  was  a total 
of  242  houses  completely  unfit,  with  a further  171  houses  as  borderline  cases. 
By  the  end  of  1967  the  figure  of  242  had  been  reduced  to  a total  of  32,  with  a 
further  29  borderline  cases. 

This  appears  to  be  satisfactory  progress,  but  one  must  always  remember 
that  housing  conditions  are  always  in  a state  of  flux,  such  that  some  houses 
which  originally  appeared  sound  now  require  to  be  repaired. 

All  houses  in  the  district  have  been  classified  into  the  following  groups  : — 
Class  1 — Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Class  2 — Defective,  requiring  action  under  Public  Health  Acts,  or  Section  9 of 
Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  3 — Requiring  repairs,  structural  alteration  or  improvements  of  a more 
extensive  nature  than  Class  2.  Possibly  action  under  Section  9 could  be 
taken,  but  probably  preferable  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1957. 

Class  4 — Extreme  disrepair  and  suggested  for  demolition,  either  individually  or 
collectively  as  Clearance  areas. 

The  present  position  in  regard  to  classification  in  the  district  compared 
with  the  first  report  in  1955  is  as  follows  : — 


— 1967  — 

AGRICULTURAL  DOMESTIC 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Eglwysbach  

45 

30 

3 

3 

94 

31 

3 

3 

Llanddoget  

8 

6 

— 

— 

42 

4 

2 

1 

Llangernyw  

42 

32 

— 

4 

52 

39 

6 

3 

Gwytherin  

23 

9 

1 

1 

18 

3 

— 

1 

Llanrwst  Rural  

68 

48 

9 

5 

66 

50 

6 

6 

Tir  Ifan  

12 

3 

1 

1 

18 

2 

— 

2 

Pentrefoelas  

20 

25 

3 

1 

38 

20 

2 

3 

Cerrig-y-Drudion  

43 

31 

2 

1 

68 

44 

6 

8 

Llanfihangel  G.M 

22 

29 

6 

— 

17 

11 

— 

— 

Llangwm  

35 

52 

1 

2 

44 

32 

1 

4 

318 

265 

24 

17 

457 

236 

26 

31 

— 1955  — 

AGRICULTURAL  DOMESTIC 


1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Eglwysbach  

14 

47 

16 

9 

65 

56 

8 

17 

Llanddoget  

5 

6 

4 

2 

8 

27 

4 

10 

Llangernyw  

18 

57 

12 

16 

29 

38 

10 

21 

Gwytherin  

5 

20 

8 

6 

6 

13 

2 

3 

Llanrwst  Rural  

30 

79 

19 

17 

58 

56 

8 

47 

Tir  Ifan  

4 

8 

1 

2 

5 

9 

8 

6 

Pentrefoelas  

7 

35 

2 

1 

21 

35 

10 

13 

Cerrig-y-Drudion  

12 

52 

11 

6 

40 

53 

25 

34 

Llanfihangel  G.M 

8 

16 

3 

4 

13 

33 

9 

4 

Llangwm  

17 

62 

8 

4 

42 

32 

3 

9 

120 

382 

84 

67 

287 

353 

87 

164 

UNFIT  HOUSES 

The  following  statistics  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 


Local  Government  for  the  year  : — 

Unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  10 

Unfit  houses  made  fit 

After  informal  action  by  the  Council  48 

After  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 9 

After  formal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  5 


Generally  speaking,  the  clearing  of  unfit  houses  in  the  district  has  proceeded 
at  a satisfactory  rate,  although  certain  anomalies  must  still  occur  and  probably 
can  only  resolve  themselves  over  a period  of  years,  e.g.  the  problem  of  the  elderly 
person  or  the  unfit  and  uneconomical  farmhouse.  It  is  apparent  also  that  there 
is  a greater  need  for  emphasis  on  periodical  inspection  of  houses  and  the  serval 
of  Notices,  both  formal  and  informal,  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and  Housing 
Act  for  repair  work.  It  is  essential  to  realise  that  it  is  necessary  to  preserve  the 
stock  of  old  houses  within  the  area  and  to  bring  them,  with  the  aid  of  improve- 
ment grants,  to  a fit  and  habitable  condition.  Militating,  however,  within  the 
district  is  the  lack  of  jobbing  contractors  to  undertake  general  repair  work,  there 
being  a complete  saturation  of  building  workers  on  major  house  reconditioning. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  proceed  with  the  declaration  of 
Improvement  Areas  within  their  district — at  present  in  an  informal  manner 
only.  The  two  areas  concerned  are  the  villages  of  Cerrig-y-Drudion  and  Ysbyty 
Ifan.  This  procedure  has  worked  admirably  and,  in  fact,  everybody  in  the  village 
of  Ysbyty  Ifan  has  now  either  already  improved  their  house  or  is  in  the  process 
of  doing  so  with  the  aid  of  a Standard  or  Discretionary  Grant. 


PRIVATE  BUILDING 

Only  10  private  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year,  with  a further 
3 in  the  course  of  erection.  Generally  private  building  within  the  area  is 
extremely  limited,  although  it  does  appear  that  possibly  there  is  a change  in  the 
village  of  Llangernyw,  where  planning  approval  has  been  granted  for  the  erection 
of  14  houses  upon  one  estate,  whilst  in  Eglwysbach,  another  site  has  been 
approved  for  12  houses. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Every  attempt  is  made  to  persuade  house-owners  to  take  advantage  of 
Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants  available  under  the  Housing  Acts.  The 
Council  feel  that  in  such  at  scattered  area  this  is  an  ideal  way  of  solving  the 
problem  of  the  older  house.  The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  properties 
improved  during  the  year  and  the  amount  paid  out  in  grants.  Few  houses  have 
been  improved  in  the  last  year  with  the  aid  of  grants  under  the  Hill  Farming 
Act,  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  majority  of  farms  have  already  taken  advantage 
of  this  scheme. 


STANDARD  GRANTS 
Owner/Occ.  Tenanted. 


1.  No  of  applications  received 20  3 

No.  of  applications  approved  20  3 

No.  of  applications  refused  — — 

2.  No.  of  dwellings  improved  20  3 

3.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £2,134  Os.  Od. 

4.  Average  grant  per  house  £155  Os.  Od. 

5.  Amenities  provided  (a)  fixed  bath  13 

(b)  shower  — 

(c)  wash  hand  basin  13 

(d)  hot  water  supply  13 

(e)  water  closet — 

(1)  within  dwelling  13 

(2)  accessible  from  dwelling  — 

(f)  food  store  10 


DISCRETIONARY  GRANTS 
Owner/Occ. Tenanted. 


1.  No.  of  applications  received  14 

2.  No.  of  applications  approved  14 

3.  No.  of  applications  refused  — 

4.  No.  of  dwellings  improved  14 

5.  Amount  paid  in  grants  £5,060 

6.  Average  grant  per  house  £400 


Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  improvement  grant  schemes,  the  Council 


have  paid  : — 

Standard  Grants  £5,669 

Discretionary  Grants  £9,445 


With  a further  £5,500  promised. 


ERECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

The  Council  are  extremely  anxious  to  proceed  with  their  housing  pro- 
gramme, but  are  unfortunately  obstructed  with  the  difficulty  of  obtaining 
satisfactory  tenders  having  regard  to  the  cost  yardsticks.  During  the  year  the 
following  only  were  completed  : — 

Dinmael  2 Bungalows. 

Llangwm  2 Bungalows. 

Llanddoget  2 Houses. 


The  following  schemes  are  in  active  preparation,  either  at  the  planning 
stage  or  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  after  having  obtained  requisite 
tenders  : — 

Pandy  Tudur  2 Bungalows  (2  further  proposed). 

Llanddoget  4 Houses  and  2 Bungalows. 

Capel  Garmon  2 Bungalows  (2  further  proposed). 

Pentrefoelas  4 Houses  and  4 Bungalows. 

Cerrig-y-Drudion  10  Bungalows. 

Llangernyw  6 Houses  and  2 Bungalows. 

Eglwysbach  4 Houses  and  2 Bungalows. 

Ysbyty  Ifan  2 Bungalows  (2  further  proposed). 

Llanfihangel  G.M 2 Houses  (2  further  proposed). 

Liang wm  2 Bungalows. 

Dinmael  2 Bungalows. 

Melin-y-Coed  4 Houses  and  4 Bungalows. 

Glasfryn  4 Houses. 

Gwytherin  2 Bungalows. 


The  Council  feel  that  two-bedroom  bungalows  are  admirably  suited  to  the 
district,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  aged  persons,  but  also  for  smaller 
families.  It  is  intended  that  every  consideration  will  be  given  by  the  Council 
to  the  redistribution  of  the  existing  tenants;  in  this  respect,  any  individual  person 
who  occupies  a three-bedroomed  house  will  be  requested  to  transfer  to  the 
smaller  unit. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Refuse  collection  throughout  the  area  is  collected  by  the  disposable  paper 
sack  system  weekly,  a system  which  is  found  to  be  hygienic  and  convenient, 
especially  having  regard  to  the  vastness  of  the  area  over  which  collection  is 
taken.  A door-to-door  collection  is  made  except  in  the  case  of  farms,  who  are 
requested  to  bring  their  refuse  to  the  farm  entrance,  and  other  farmsteads  and 
isolated  properties  are  requested  to  bring  their  .refuse  to  the  nearest  road  junction 
along  which  the  refuse  vehicle  passes.  A fully  guarded  free  standing  holder  is 
issued  to  every  property,  similarly  with  all  sacks.  Hotels,  etc.,  may  obtain  extra 
holders  upon  payment.  Paper  sacks  have  been  found  to  be  the  most  suitable 
despite  extensive  trials  with  plastic  ones,  although  the  latter  certainly  have  their 
uses  in  regard  to  trade  refuse,  especially  the  refuse  from  hotels,  which  often 
tends  to  be  wet  and  damp,  and  farms  who  have  to  place  their  refuse  at  the  side 
of  the  road,  in  which  case  paper  sacks  would  tend  to  deteriorate  if  collection 
was  not  made  on  the  same  day.  For  collection  purposes  a 5-ton  Open  Platform 
Truck  with  slatted  sides  is  being  used  in  lieu  of  a specialist  vehicle.  This  is 
found  to  work  satisfactorily  as  the  area  has  no  large  centres  of  population, 
although  it  must  be  admitted  that  this  type  of  vehicle  would  not  be  accepted  in 
an  urban  area.  Allied  to  this,  to  help  the  collection  of  isolated  farmsteads  and 
other  properties,  use  is  made  of  a 4 cwt.  Pick-up  vehicle.  This  system  works 
well  and  provides  a regular  weekly  collection  with  a minimum  amount  of  fuss 
and  bother  and  helps  to  obtain  a practically  dustless  system  of  collection — one 
now  tends  to  look  upon  the  old  dustbin  system  as  completely  out-moded  and 
certainly  unhygienic.  It  is  also  certainly  an  easier  and  cleaner  task  for  the 
collector,  who  also  is  able  to  increase  his  pace  of  collection.  In  this  district 
the  number  of  properties  collected  has  practically  doubled;  in  fact,  a weekly 
collection  is  now  being  made  to  a far  greater  number  of  properties,  in  lieu  of 
the  previous  fortnightly  collection  by  skep  from  dustbin  at  the  rear  of  properties. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


No.  of  vehicles  (1  lorry) 

(1  pick-up) 

No.  of  sacks  collected,  including  Caravan  Sites  and 

Lay-by  holders  1,700 


No.  of  miles  travelled  in  year  23,499 

No.  of  men  employed  3 

Cost  per  collection  per  annum  £3 

Total  cost  of  service  £5,016 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

One  refuse  tip  only  has  been  found  necessary  to  serve  the  whole  of  the 
district  and  is  sited  on  wet  moorland  close  to  the  village  of  Pentrefoelas. 
Generally  tipping  space  is  unlimited  and  is  aided  considerably  by  the  fact  that 
much  of  the  refuse  sinks  into  the  bog  itself;  difficulty  arises,  however,  due  to 
the  lack  of  top  soil  covering  and  the  presence  of  crows.  This  problem  has  to 
some  extent  been  allayed  by  opening  up  one  part  of  a disused  tip  and  using 
material  therefrom  for  the  covering  up  of  the  new  tip. 

During  the  year  the  universal  problem  of  the  abandoned  car  was  raised, 
although,  fortunately,  in  each  case  it  was  possible  to  have  this  ultimately 
disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip.  Discussions  have  taken  place  with  the 
Wrexham  Rural  District  Council  for  disposal  by  the  latter  Authority  of  all 
vehicles  for  crushing  and  collection  by  a dealer  at  Rhosymedre.  It  appears, 
however,  that  the  cost  and  distance  involved  does  not  make  it  economical  and 
practicable,  such  that  tentative  proposals  have  been  discussed  with  adjoining 
Authorities  for  the  collection  of  all  such  cars  at  a central  point,  possibly 
Colwyn  Bay,  for  their  ultimate  collection  and  disposal  by  a scrap  dealer. 


NIGHT  SOIL 

This  is  still  carried  out  in  the  hamlet  of  Tan  Lan  from  nine  houses,  having 
during  the  year  dispensed  with  the  necessity  of  collecting  from  Llanddoget 
village — this  latter  place  having  been;  sewered. 


No.  of  premises  from  which  Night  Soil  is  collected 9 

Cost  of  collection  £110 

Cost  per  premises  collected  £9  10s. 


LITTER  BASKETS 

An  annual  contract  is  made  with  the  Denbighshire  County  Council  for 
the  emptying  of  litter  baskets  provided  by  them  at  lay-bys  for  the  sum  of  £12 
each.  This  system  worked  well  during  the  year,  although  some  difficulty  was 
experienced  at  lay-bys  on  the  A. 5 trunk  road,  which  at  peak  periods  required 
daily  attention.  During  the  coming  year  it  is  hoped  to  experiment  at  some 
lay-bys  by  using  disposable  sacks. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Jointly  with  Nant  Conway  Rural  District  Council,  a full-time  operator  is 
employed.  The  system,  over  the  years,  is  found  to  function  satisfactorily.  The 
Council  enter  into  annual  contracts  with  farmers  and  business  premises  for 
regular  servicing,  and  from  this  work  a revenue  of  £150  is  obtained.  During  the 
year  there  was  heavy  major  infestation  of  rats  in  numerous  properties;  indeed, 
the  number  of  infestations  appeared  to  be  greater  during  this  year  than  for 
many  years  past.  General  inspection  work,  however,  was  hampered  for  a period 
of  three  months  due  to  foot  and  mouth  precautions.  It  is  as  well  to  remind 
farmers  and  others  that  rodents  are  known  carriers  of  the  foot  and  mouth  virus, 
apart  from  Weils  disease  and  other  losses  which  they  incur  in  damaging  and 
soiling  feeding  stuffs. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  of  the  Operator  during  the  year  : — 
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CARAVANS 


These  are  not  a problem  within  the  district,  although  during  the  summer 
months  it  is  obvious  that  there  are  many  unauthorised  isolated  sitings.  During 
the  year  20  unauthorised  developments  were  reported  to  the  Planning  Authority. 
14  authorised  site  licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Council  for  24  caravans,  and 
during  inspection  all  were  found  to  be  well  maintained  and  kept  in  accordance 
with  the  conditions  laid  down. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
FOOD  HYGIENCE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Regular  inspection  combined  with  the  higher  standard  now  being  required 
by  customers  has  and  is  helping  to  increase  the  standard  of  food  handling  in  the 
district.  Further  improvements,  however,  are  still  required,  especially  in  general 
food  handling  and  storage  of  certain  products,  such  as  meats  and  cream  cakes. 
In  this  latter  respect,  it  is  apparent  that  many  handlers  do  not  understand  the 
essential  reasons  behind  the  basic  elements  of  hygiene  and  the  possible  cross- 
infection  between  handler  and  food  stuff,  e.g.  smoking,  coughing  over  open  food. 
Here  might  be  added  the  need  for  the  customer  to  realise  that  this  care  should 
be  carried  to  his  or  her  own  kitchen.  Queried  also  is  the  extent  to  which  school 
children  are  taught  the  basic  elements  of  food  hygiene,  and  if  this  could  not  be 
improved  by  a liaison  between  the  Education  Authorities  and  the  Public  Health 
Department,  for  the  giving  of  lectures,  films  and  demonstrations  to  show  correct 
food  handling,  food  preparations  and  manufacture.  This  additionally  might  be 
advantageous  to  interest  school  leavers  to  seeking  a career  in  the  Public  Health 
Inspection  service  and  thus  alleviate  the  present  shortage  of  inspectors.  The 
following  table  relates  to  food  premises  within  the  district  and  the  number  of 
inspections  carried  out : — 


No.  of 
premises. 

No.  of 
Visits 
paid. 

No.  of 
Contra- 
ventions. 

No.  of 
Notices 
served. 

Formal.  Informal. 

Shops  (Grocery  and  Mixed)  

56 

134 

16 

1 

6 

Bakehouses  

3 

24 

2 

— 

2 

Public  Houses  and  Hotel  

13 

77 

12 

• — 

7 

Cafes  

16 

49 

16 

— 

12 

School  Canteens  

12 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Bed  and  Breakfast  Accommoda- 
tion   

39 

16 

Vans  and  Stalls  

12 

16 

— 

— 

2 

Slaughterhouses  

Butcher’s  Shops  

1 

506 

— 

— 

— 

5 

80 

3 

• — 

1 

SHOPS 

Nearly  all  the  shops  within  the  district  are  small  combined  houses  and 
shops  — being  mainly  family  concerns.  Three  of  the  Butchers’  Shops  are 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 


BAKEHOUSES 

The  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  well  maintained  during  the 
year  and  their  products  are  of  excellent  standard,  and  one  cannot  but  compare 
them  in  palatability  with  the  mass  produced  loaf  of  the  multiple  bakeries. 


ICE  CREAM 

Ice  Cream  is  not  manufactured  in  the  district,  but  22  registrations  are  held 
for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream.  21  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

.UNSOUND  FOOD 

The  under-mentioned  food  was  seized  during  the  year  (all  being  voluntarily 
surrendered)  : — 

4 x lib.  13oz.  tin  Bartlett  Pears  (South  African), 
cwt.  Beef. 

2 X 91b.  8oz.  tin  Boiled  Ham  (Danish). 

21b.  5oz.  Brisket  and  Neck  of  Beef. 

6 X lib.  3oz.  tins  of  Garden  Peas  (Smedleys). 

21b.  4oz.  Leg  Fillet  of  Lamb. 

3 X 7oz.  tins  Corned  Beef  (Libby’s). 

Two  substantiated  complaints  were  made  during  the  period  — a cigarette 
stump  and  a piece  of  tobacco  being  found  in  loaves  of  bread.  The  products 
in  each  case  came  from  bakeries  situated  in  the  coastal  area.  The  Council, 
however,  decided  not  to  prosecute  after  having  received  and  considered  full 
reports  from  the  Health.  Departments  of  the  Authorities,  in  regard  to  the 
bakeries  concerned.  Each  was  issued  with  a serious  warning  that  any  future 
contravention  in  any  sphere  would  result  in  immediate  prosecution. 

MILK 

Much  emphasis  has  recently  been  made  to  secure  that  milk  is  free  from 
brucella  organisms,  and  until  last  year  it  was  felt  that  adequate  inspection  by 
sampling  was  not  being  made  of  producer/retailers  within  this  district. 

The  position  has,  however,  now  changed,  and  full  co-operation  is  maintained 
with  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector  for  a three  monthly  sampling  schedule. 
Surprisingly,  however,  every  sample  taken  has  proved  to  be  negative — in  fact, 
contrary  to  national  figures. 


No.  of  Producer/Retailers  26 

No.  of  samples  taken  108 


A report  was  received  from  an  adjoining  Authority  of  a sample  of  milk 
having  been  purchased  from  a vending  machine  as  being  infected  with  Q fever. 
No  illness  was  found  to  be  occasioned  by  the  sale  of  the  milk  produced  from  a 
farm  within  this  district,  but  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  sale  until  duly 
pasteurised. 


LICENSED  PREMISES 

The  16  licensed  premises  within  the  area  were  generally  well  maintained 
during  the  year,  and  the  standard  of  catering  and  food  handling  was  satisfactory. 


SCHOOL  CANTEENS 

Within  the  district  there  are  12  Local  Authority  School  Canteens,  and  the 
standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  in  all  these  was  found  to  be  generally  high 
— only  one  does  not  reach  a good  structural  standard  at  Llangernyw,  but  a new 
school  and  canteen  has  now  been  commenced.  There  is  also  one  private 
boarding  school  within  the  district,  the  canteen  of  which  was  improved  during 
the  year.  A Field  Studies  Centre  is  also  in  the  course  of  construction,  the  canteen 
of  which  has  been  insisted  upon  as  coming  up  to  the  required  standard. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


No  trades  are  registered  under  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
neither  are  there  any  fish  frying  premises. 


FOOD  SAMPLING 


We  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Owens,  Chief  Inspector  for  the  County  of 
Denbigh,  for  the  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  the  Hiraethog  Rural  District,  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December  1967. 


No.  Not  genuine, 

taken.  Genuine.  or  sub-standard. 


MILK  8 

Cheese  — 

Pickled  Red  Cabbage  1 

Ice  Cream  1 

Beer  1 

Rum  1 


8 

1 

1 

1 


Totals  13  13 


In  addition  to  the  usual  tests  for  quality,  the  eight  samples  of  milk  submitted 
were  examined  for  the  presence  of  antibiotics  with  a negative  result  in  each 
case.  All  the  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  genuine  and 
free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES) 
REGULATIONS,  1965 

The  district  is  served  by  numerous  vehicles  which  travel  from  as  far  apart 
as  Wrexham,  Denbigh,  Ruthin,  Colwyn  Bay,  Abergele,  Conway,  etc.  Full  co- 
operation has  been  made  with  this  Local  Authority  over  the  year  to  obtain 
the  standard  required  by  the  above  Regulations.  18  various  Notices  were  served 
for  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  supply,  first  aid  equipment  and  names  and 
addresses  to  be  displayed  uupon  the  vehicle. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

All  such  premises  in  the  district  were  inspected  during  the  year.  Whilst  the 
district  is  primarily  agricultural  in  character,  with  small  villages  and  hamlets, 
the  Act  does  in  fact  affect  64  premises.  Certain  minor  contraventions  were  noted, 
41  in  number,  for  which  Notices  were  served.  No  certificates  have  been  granted 
during  the  year  under  Sections  5,  6,  9 and  10,  in  respect  of  Air  Space,  Temper- 
ature, Sanitary  Accommodation  and  Washing  facilities.  Full  details  of  the 
regitsrations  and  inspections  for  the  year  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  table  :- 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


No.  of  No.  of  registered  No.  of  registered 
premises  registered  premises  premises  receiving 

during  the  at  end  general  inspection 

year.  of  year.  during  the  year. 


Offices  

8 

8 

21 

Retail  Shops  

10 

10 

31 

Wholesale  Shops,  Ware- 

houses  

— 

— 

— 

Catering  Establishments 

open  to  the  public, 

Canteens  

11 

11 

25 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  

2 

2 

6 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTOR  TO 
REGISTERED  PREMISES  UNDER  THE  ACT  — 43 


SLAUGHTERING 

Slaughtering  continued  in  the  one  licensed  premises  in  the  district  — 
Coed-y-Celyn,  Betws-y-Coed.  100%  inspection  was  maintained  during  the 
period,  although  the  irregular  hours  of  slaughtering  necessitates  regular  working 
on  Sundays  and  Statutory  holidays,  together  with  one  or  two  evenings  a week. 
Having  regard  to  the  small  throughput,  however,  and  the  considerable  incon- 
venience which  would  thereby  be  caused  to  the  butchers  concerned,  no  attempt 
has  been  made  to  restrict  the  hours  of  slaughtering,  as  provided  for  under  the 
Meat  Inspection  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1966. 

A joint  service  is  in  existence  with  the  Llanrwst  Urban  District  Council  to 
ensure  that  the  meat  inspectors  of  the  respective  Authorities  reciprocate  during 
the  holiday  periods  and  indisposition.  A free  reciprocal  service  up  to  a maxi- 
mum of  30  hours  in  any  one  year  is  given  and  thereafter  at  a charge  of  15/-  per 
hour. 

The  meat  produced  from  this  slaughterhouse  is  undoubtedly  of  excellent 
quality,  diseased  only  to  a very  minor  extent  to  the  organ  by  fluke  or  abscesses. 
General  slaughtering  practice  is  good,  but  much  opposition  was  encountered 
from  the  butchers  upon  the  insistance  of  the  abolition  of  the  use  of  wiping  cloths. 

Charges  are  made  for  inspection  as  are  laid  down  in  the  Regulations,  viz., 
Beef  2/6d.,  Calf  or  Pig  9d.,  Sheep  or  Lamb  6d. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  for  the  year  : — 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 
;es  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 
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DETAILS  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED 


BEEF— 

{a)  Cpmplete  carcases  

\b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  

lbs. 


Distomatomatic  and/or  Cirrhotic  ...  50 

Abscessed  15 

Bruised  10 


No. 

20 


75  lbs. 


Weight. 

75 


PORK— 

(a)  Complete  carcases  

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs 


VEAL— 

(a)  Complete  carcases  

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs 

MUTTON  AND  LAMB— 


(a)  Complete  carcases  4 

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  120 

lbs. 

Parasitic  infection  (Fluke,  etc.)  84 

Abscessed  6 

Bruised  and/or  injured  20 

Emaciated  60 


170  lbs. 


80 

90 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1959 

There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district,  but  there  are  26  which  are  so 
classified.  Each  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  factories  in  the  Rural  District  is  as  shown  below  : — 


5 Sawmills. 

7 Garages. 

3 Bakehouses. 

1 Waterworks. 

1 Slaughterhouse. 
1 Builder’s  Yard. 
1 Tailors. 

7 Miscellaneous. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  3,638 

No.  of  Complaints  received  261 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  222 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  22 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Visits  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  51 

Factories  and  Workshops  56 

Bakehouses  20 

Public  Conveniences  54 

Licensed  Premises  50 

Visits  to  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  745 

Rodent  Control  130 

Schools  15 

Butchers’  Shops  81 

Other  Shops  and  Stalls  164 

Sewerage  Works  85 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  330 

Housing  810 

Drainage  568 

Infectious  Diseases  20 

Canteens  55 

Milk  Distributors  48 

Visits  to  Food-preparing  Premises  350 

Ice  Cream  Premises  51 

Miscellaneous  Visits  460 

Visits  re  Meat  Inspection  506 

Visits  re  Offices  and  Shops  Act  143 


Total  4,712 


PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICE  IN  THE  AREA 
LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Conway  carries  out  bacteriological 
examinations  of  water,  food,  etc.,  to  detect  any  contamination.  Milk  is  also 
examined  bacteriologically  and  biologically  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli 
and  brucella  abortus. 

Examination  of  throat  swabs,  blood,  faeces,  etc.,  are  also  carried  out  to 
detect  the  presence  of  bacteria  and  viruses. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  following  is  given  for  the  information  of  the  Council,  and  the  numbers 
refer  to  cases  conveyed  by  the  various  ambulances  and  the  mileage  covered 
during  the  year. 


Denbigh/ 

Ruthin. 

Tlanrwst. 

Llangernyw. 

Cerrig. 

Totals. 

Number  of  cases  conveyed 

by  ambulance  11,030 

736 

1,372 

74 

13,212 

Total  miles  travelled  108,168 

11,683 

20,595 

961 

141,407 

Number  of  ambulances 

per  station  5 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Whether  manned  by 

voluntary  or  full-tirne  Full-time 

1 full 

Full-time 

Vol. 

personnel 

part  vol. 

Sitting  case  Cars — 

No.  of  journeys. 

No.  of  cases. 

Total  mi 

;leage. 

1.522 

7,588 

70,807 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  The  Welfare  Officer  for  the  area  is  Mr.  B.  Hughes,  Civic  Centre, 
Colwyn  Bay,  Telephone  Number  Colwyn  Bay  55271. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS 

These  clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay — alternate  Thursday 
mornings. 

P3as-y-Dre,  Bala — 2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings  in  each 
month. 

Drill  Hall,  Llanrwst — 2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings, 
and  at  hospitals  serving  the  area. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS 

These  clinics  are  held  at  H.M.  Stanley  Hospital,  St.  Asaph,  on  Tuesdays 
between  4.30  and  6.30  p.m.,  and  at  the  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Wrexham,  on 
Mondays  between  5 and  7 p.m.  (males)  and  Wednesdays  between  5 and  7 p.m. 
(females). 

CHIROPODY  CLINIC 

This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  by  appointment. 
Patients  are  referred  by  General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors  and  District 
Nurses.  A charge  of  2/6d.  per  treatment  is  made.  The  number  of  persons  who 
attended  this  clinic  during  the  year  was  as  follows,  and  these  numbers  include 
Llanrwst  residents. 

Llanrwst  Clinic.  Bryn  Derwen. 


Average  monthly  number  on  register 105 

Number  of  sessions  held  94  24 

Number  of  appointments  for  treatment  533  126 

Number  of  patients  attending  for  treatment  ...  448  122 


FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINICS 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 
Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay  . . 

The  Clinic,  Fforddlas,  Rhyl  

The  Clinic,  Prestatyn  

1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham  


CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY  CLINICS 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham  — Thursdays,  5.30 — 8 p.m.  Bq  appointment  only. 
Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay  — Fridays,  5 — 8 p.m.  By  appointment  only, 
and  also  by  General  Practioners. 

CHEST  CLINICS 

Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinics  held  weekly  at  Bala,  Llandudno,  Rhyl  and 
Denbigh,  or  by  appointment  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham. 


Mondays,  2.30 — 3.30  p.m. 

Thursdays,  7 — 8 p.m. 

Wednesdays,  7 — 9 p.m. 

Thursdays,  10 — 11  a.m. 

Thursdays,  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  6.15 — 7.30 
p.m. 


Surgeons  attend. 

Every  3 months. 

Every  3 months. 
Every  3 months. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


Mothers  take  their  babies  to  one  of  the  under-mentioned  clinics  which  serve 
the  area,  and  the  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Llanrwst. 

Gian  Conway. 

Children  bom  in 

1967  

68 

13 

Children  born  in 

1966  

79 

35 

Children  born  in 

1965/62  

...  129 

42 

Total  attendances 

: Under  1 year  ... 

. . . 847 

208 

1 — 5 years  

...  590 

143 

Llanrwst  Clinic  is  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  1.30  p.m.  to  3.30  p.m.,  and 
at  Gian  Conway  on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday  afternoons  in  each  month. 

Welfare  Foods  are  available  at  the  Clinics  during  the  clinic  sessions  and  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  every  month  (Fair  Day)  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street, 
Llanrwst,  from  10  a.m.  until  4 p.m.,  for  the  convenience  of  mothers  from  the 
rural  district. 

SCHOOL  OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC 

This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  every  month  (Fair  Day)  during  school  term  by  appointment. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINICS 
Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Bod  Difyr,  Cefn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay  — Wednesday  and  Fridays,  by  appointment. 
Gatefield  Clinic,  Kings  Mills  Road,  Wrexham  — Thursdays  and  Fridays,  by 
appointment. 

Mercier  House  Clinic,  Russell  Road,  Rhyl  — Mondays,  by  appointment. 
DENTAL  CLINICS 

School  dental  services  in  the  area  have  been  almost  non-existent  during  the 
past  few  years.  It  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  year  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  the  Mobile  Dental  Unit  to  visit  the  district,  and  it  will  probably  be 
stationed  at  Llanrwst  and  Cerrig-y-Drudion,  thus  making  it  possible  to  bring 
children  in  from  schools  in  the  surrounding  area.  In  this  way  treatment  can  be 
performed  in  the  best  possible  conditions. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  ATTENDANT 

The  School  Health  Attendant  visited  the  schools  in  the  area  for  the  purpose 
of  routine  testing  of  children’s  vision  and  hearing.  Children  who  were  found 
to  have  defective  hearing  and/or  vision  were  followed  up  and  referred  to  a 
Consultant  for  further  examination  where  necessary.  Boys  aged  7 years  have  a 
colour  vision  test  in  addition  to  vision  tests. 

The  number  of  children  tested  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Audiometric  Vision 

Sweeps. Sweeps. 


Number  of  children  tested  5 

Number  found  satisfactory  5 

Number  of  defects  found  — 

Number  for  observation  — 


SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC 


The  Speech  Therapist  visits  Llanrwst  each  week  and  treatment  is  offered 
to  school  children  and  those  approaching  school  age.  It  is  fortunate  that  in 
Llanrwst  the  Speech  Therapist  is  Welsh  speaking. 

The  children  are  referred  by  doctors,  school  nurses  and  head  teachers  and 
have  a variety  of  speech  problems  varying  from  complete  lack  of  speech  and 
language  development  to  mis-articulation  of  a single  sound,  and  include  stam- 
merers. A number  of  children  attend  each  week  for  treatment,  but  others  may 
attend  at  intervals  for  advice.  In  some  cases,  particularly  with  younger  children, 
direct  treatment  may  be  unnecessary,  and  advice  re  management  is  given  to  the 
parents.  Close  liaison  is  maintained  with  other  departments  in  the  School 
Health  Service,  and  the  Speech  Therapist  visits  schools  in  the  area  to  discuss 
problems  with  staff,  whose  co-operation  is  greatly  appreciated.  The  speech 
therapy  clinic  is  always  well  attended,  and  parents  appear  to  be  most  grateful 
for  the  advice  and  treatment  offered. 


NURSING  SERVICES 

The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  nursing  staff  serving 
the  area  : — 

Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  R.  H.  Jones,  The  Clinic.  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst. 

Tel.  No.  Llanrwst  345. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Roberts,  2 Cae  Clwyd,  Cerrig-y-Drudion  (commenced 
14.11.67).  Tel.  No.  Cerrig-y-Drudion  248. 

Mrs.  G.  Jones,  2 Cae  Clwyd,  Cerrig-y-Drudion  (resigned  5.11.67). 
Tel.  No.  Cerrig-y-Drudion  248. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  E.  Leach  Jones,  Bryn  Glas,  36  Links  Acre,  Rhuddlan,  near  Rhyl. 
Tel.  No.  Rhuddlan  626. 

District  Nurses  : 

Sister  A.  M.  Ellwood,  Libbylyn.  Penrhyn  Hall,  Talycafn. 

Tel.  No.  Tynygroes  314. 

Sister  H.  C.  Munro,  Hendre  Uchaf,  Llangwm  (resigned  30.6.67). 

Sister  Massey,  Plastirion,  Trefriw.  Tel.  No.  Llanrwst  386. 

Sister  M.  Modinos,  Glascoed,  Llangernyw,  Abergele. 

Tel.  No.  Llangernyw  207. 

Mrs.  R.  Jones,  2 Cae  Clwyd,  Cerrig-y-Drudion  (commenced  1.11.67). 
Tel.  No.  Cerrig-y-Drudion  248. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  was  as  follows  : — 


Chronic  Sick  and  T.B 8 

Over  65  years  of  age  27 

Others  5 

Mentally  disordered  3 


1 


